
Dear Friends,
 
On these pages, we celebrate the 
progress we were able to make in 
2021 despite ongoing challenges. 
We responded to a higher number 
of abuse reports than in FY20 and 
provided mental health services to more 
children than in any previous year. We celebrated new 
partnerships, new programs, new staff members, and a 
brand-new look. 

Thanks to you, we ended the year in a positive financial 
position. Because of you, we continued to grow our staff 
from 28 at the end of 2020 to 35 at the end of 2021, 
which allows us to reach more children who need our 
services. In 2021, our Prevention Education services 
expanded to reach children with special needs. Our 
newly formed Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 
position created a coalition in St. Charles County to 
further educate and help end sex trafficking of children in 
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our area. Our therapy program opened a new office that 
allowed more space for additional therapy sessions, which 
means more children can start the HEALING process and 
have HOPE for their future. All of this happened because of 
your HELP.

Most importantly, this report celebrates the resilience of the 
children and families we serve, like Ally, whose story 
is on page 2. Their strength inspires us every day as we 
strive to battle abuse and restore lives. Thank you for being 
a partner with The Child Advocacy Center of Northeast 
Missouri in this essential work.

A NOTE FROM OUR LEADER

HEALING | HELPING | HOPE

Sincerely,

Julie Seymore
Executive Director



During 2021, our Development Team worked hard to 
create an updated logo and name for our 22-year-old 
agency. We wanted our name to clearly communicate the 
work we do. The result is a fresh look that truly explains 
how the work we do leads to renewed hope and healing 
for children and their families. A big thank you to Boom 
Impact Graphics for their collaboration on this rebranding. 

As part of this update our new website features bold 
visuals, easy-to-navigate organization, and new and 
updated resources. Check it out at www.cacnemo.org.

A New Look

A Children’s Advocacy Center is the one place that provides a safe, child focused environment for law enforcement, child 
protective services, prosecution, medical and mental health professionals to share information and develop a coordinated 
strategy that seeks justice while also meeting the unique needs of each child and non-offending family member.

What is a CAC?

Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) refers 
to a range of crimes and activities involving the sexual 
abuse, trafficking or exploitation of a child for the financial 
benefit of any person or in exchange for anything of value 
(including monetary and non-monetary benefits) given or 
received by any person.

In 2021, we held 1,224 forensic interviews. 22% 
of those involved human trafficking/commercial 
sexual exploitation of children.

Our Coalition to End Child Sexual Exploitation is working 
to coordinate resources and services for these cases and 
we are looking for community partners to join us. 

CSEC Update

For more information, visit: www.cacnemo.org/trafficking

cacnemo.org
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“It’s the case that makes your stomach churn. A mom, 
home from work early, walked in on her husband sexually 
abusing her preteen daughter, Ally. Mom acted quickly 
and intensely, calling the police, taking Ally to the ER, and 
then bringing her straight to The Child Advocacy Center to 
be interviewed. The whole day was a whirlwind. 
 
“During the interview with Ally, I was able to take my 
time and build rapport with her; get to know her and talk 
about hobbies. She walked me through the day on how 
she watched the movie Onward with her step-dad and 
was “zoomed out”. Ally told me all about the events that 
followed, including her mom walking in, being angry, 
and calling the police. However, she didn’t have words to 
describe the abuse. She stated several times that although 
her pants were down, she was ‘zoned out’ or ‘zoomed 
out’. We know that this is the brain’s way of protecting 
itself from intense trauma“Ally shared that it was the worst 
day of her life, and how she felt that feeling under her 
throat—the one like she was going to throw up. When Ally 
and I finished, I let her know that I was always there to 
listen if she ever had more to tell me.  
 
 
 
“While Ally spoke with me, her mom met with one of our 
Advocates to find the right support to help them through 
this time. Mom lost not only her partner but also a large 
portion of their household income. Our advocate worked 
closely with mom on a variety of supports both the day of 
the interview and for weeks and months afterward.  
 
“Because Ally was not ready to disclose specific details, 
the investigation was complicated. Our advocate helped 
mom process those complications from court and beyond. 
Ally was able to be placed with a therapist who began 
working with her through the healing process. Thankfully, 
mom also worked with one of our therapists to process 
what happened to her daughter. 
 
“Towards the end of 2021, Ally decided that she was 
ready to come back and talk with me more about the 
abuse. I walked Ally back to the room where we had 
met over a year ago. Her bravery was astounding and 
the progress made in therapy was so evident that day. 

Just before Ally started sharing the details of her abuse, she 
wrote out on a piece of paper, ‘You can do this. You are 
brave & awesome’. From there, she walked me through the 
first time that her step-dad abused her. Ally explained the 
graphic details she was unable to tell before. She told me 
about several other times he sexually abused her, including 
the day her mom walked in. She explained that she had 
never planned to tell because she was afraid to get in 
trouble. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“At the end of the interview, Ally told me she had felt 
nervous coming in but was so relieved to be able to tell 
someone. She explained she wanted to do this so that no 
one else had to experience sexual abuse because of him.  
 
“After the interview, mom told us how much work both 
she and Ally had each done in therapy; how her therapist 
had allowed her to process her feelings and empowered 
her to be there for Ally. Law enforcement now has more 
information regarding what happened and is able to 
follow up on the statements Ally made. The complicated 
investigation is now much less complex so justice will 
hopefully be served. But most importantly, Ally and her mom 
have been able to find healing. 
 
 
 
“This case is the perfect example of how The Child 
Advocacy Center and the multidisciplinary team model 
allows children to have a voice in the system. When kids 
are given the respect, time, and support they deserve, they 
are better equipped to tell about their experiences. Not on 
our terms. Not on law enforcement’s terms. But on their own 
terms. Children are able to take back the power over their 
lives and move forward in healing.” 

In 2020, we received an emergency case for a forensic 
interview. Our forensic interviewer shares her perspective 
on the process and healing she’s seen in the family.

“My pants were down, but I was zoomed out.”

MEET ALLY

“I don’t want anyone else to be hurt by him.”
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Mission  Results

The Child Advocacy Center offers child abuse 
prevention education programs for children, parents, 

and professionals in the community. The primary focus of 
our programs is to educate children about appropriate 

boundaries and empower victims to disclose abuse to safe 
and trusted adults. In addition, we teach adults working 
with children how to recognize and report child abuse.

43,832 children educated

168 adults in parent programs

2,636 adults in Mandated Reporter Training 

Prevention Education

The Family Advocacy Team is committed to helping 
each family navigate the complex systems they face 

when a child discloses abuse.

Family Advocacy

1,836 
individuals
receiving
advocacy

The Child Advocacy Center Forensic Interview 
Team assists law enforcement and Child 

Protective Services investigators by conducting 
specialized investigative interviews of children. 

The goal of forensic interviews is to gather 
pertinent information from children in a neutral, 

nonleading, developmentally sensitive and 
legally defensible manner.

Forensic Services

1,224  
forensic 

interviews

Responding to child abuse through a supportive team approach to reduce the trauma to children and their families.
Our Mission

A United Approach
The Child Advocacy Center coordinates a Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) approach in response to allegations of 
child abuse. This results in more successful investigation and prosecution outcomes, and minimizes the impact of a 
stressful investigation on child victims and their families. The MDT consists of law enforcement, Children’s Division staff, 
prosecuting attorneys, juvenile officers, medical providers, family advocates, forensic interviewers, and mental health 
therapists.

Mental Health Services
The Child Advocacy Center provides a safe place for 
children to begin the healing process after they have 
experienced abuse. Our therapists provide trauma-

informed, evidence-based therapy to children and families 
of every age. 

281 individuals in therapy  
(in-house & contracted)

2,417 client sessions in therapy 
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Revenue

Stats

Gender of Victims Ethnicity of Victims Primary Allegation

Age of Victims

Expenses

Finances
Revenue Sources $1,819,783
Local Funding 28%
Federal Funding 23%
State Funding 16%
Fundraisers 11%
Individuals 8.50%
In-Kind 7.50%
Corporations/Businesses 5%
Other 1%

Capital Campaign $331,311
Individuals 40%
Grants 34%
In-Kind 15%
Businesses/Corporations 11%

   

Local Funding Federal Funding State Funding

Fundraisers Individuals In-Kind

Corporations/Businesses OtherLocal Funding   28%         
State Funding   15%        
Fundraisers   12%        
CARES Act                             10%        
In-Kind                     8% 
Individuals                          3% 
Corporations             3%

Forensic Services         46%         $1,039,030
Prevention                    24%             $532,973
Therapy                         11%            $248,332
Admin                           11%              $251,318
Development                  8%            $182,740

Relationship Between Alleged Offender and Victim

Ending net assets at fiscal year end 
$826,699Total income for the past fiscal year 

$2,751,720
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ADVISORY COUNCIL

Amanda Bowen
Jenny Brokes
Nancy Cope
Becky Coulson
Sarah Francis
Nate Kinnison
Anna Lemon
Denise Nickles
Glen Parks
Victoria Peisker
Cathy Pratt
Jamie Riegert
Matt Riegert
Ashley Taggert
Shaun Taggert
Renee Vogelgesang
Josh Willbrand

"It is imperative that we do what we can to 
intervene to heal and prevent childhood sexual 
trauma from becoming a perpetuating cycle of 
abuse. Our community and shared future will be 
stronger for the investment we make today in 
repairing the foundation upon which tomorrow 
must stand.”

- Chris Schulte, Board President

Chris Schulte, President
Dr. Jennifer Patterson, Vice President
Chuck Brooks, Treasurer
Jared Howell, Secretary

Melissa Bailey
Steph Barron
Glenda DiStefano
Angie Harness
Carla Klaskin
Derek McClure
Shane McKelvey
Dan Mudd
Brent Niederer
Lisa Paden
Aily Rischar
Christopher W. Schulte
Timothy Trifiletti
Laurie Waligurski
Charla Whalen-Mueller
Lt. Tom Wilkison

Executive Board

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Members

Too often special education students are excluded from prevention 
programs in regular classroom settings, and the CAC staff rarely presents 
to special education classrooms. Sexual Abuse Prevention materials 
have been adapted for a variety of special needs so that every child has 
access to the Body Safety program. Our current Sexual Abuse Prevention 
programs meet the needs for most students, but presenters recognize 
students with disabilities may need more than one lesson or different 
teaching methods to internalize the concepts presented. 

The audience for the CAC's Special 
Education curriculum is atypical learners 
and students identified as needing special 
education services as a result of physical, 
emotional, or intellectual disabilities. 
Content is adapted to students' needs 
by providing curriculum which includes: 
repetition, concepts broken down into 
smaller “chunks,” taking into account 
different modalities of learning, and using a variety of materials and 
assessments. 

The CAC presentations are tailored to student needs after consulting 
with the special education teacher. They provide all programs in person 
and over Zoom for students who are learning virtually. Virtual programs 
are presented in PowerPoint, with embedded videos and pictures and 
staff will adapt the virtual programs as needed with input from special 
education teachers. 

Learn more at www.cacnemo.org/prevention or contact 
Porscha Thorpe at pthorpe@cacnemo.org.

Prevention Programs for all
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ABC Daycare and Learning Centers
Air Comfort Service
Amy Gill
Amy McDonnell
Anders CPA & Advisors
Angela Haldeman
Angie Harness Real Estate
Angie Ward
Anthony Saranita
Bank of Old Monroe
Beacon Virtual Assistants
Ben & Melissa Bailey
Big Creek Quarry
Billy Giordano
Brad Burkemper
Bradley Bathe
Brent Niederer
Brent & Linda Styer
Brian & Christine TenEyck
Brittany Wing
Bruce Sowatsky
CARSTAR Auto Body
Central Bank of St. Louis
Champion Precast, Inc.
Chelsey Lucero
Chris W. Schulte
Commerce Bank
Cottleville Firefighters Outreach
Dan Mudd & Lisa Valenti
Daniel Pelikan
Daniel Schmucker
DAS Acquisition Co, LLC
David Fielder

DJM Ecological Services, Inc
Doug Beaver
Doug Creelman
Douglas Mueller
Elite Heating & Cooling
Flat World Supply Chain
Glenda DiStefano Charitable Fund
Great Southern Bank
Greg & Melanie Ilgenfritz
Guaranteed Rate Traci Everman
Harris Auto & Tire
J. Bathe Electric
Jade & Lisa Paden
Jim & Oanh Wieland
Jay Henges Charitable Trust
Jeff & Teri Unterreiner
Jeremy Tesson & Jennifer Willett
Jim Rodery
John & Peggy Shelley
Justin & Christy St. Pierre
Kirk Ferrell
Bruce & Kirsten Pahde
Kiwanis Club of St. Charles
Kris & Patti Weidenbenner
Krissey Anderson
Kylie Baty
Laura Abadie
Major Brands, Inc.
Mark & Viviana Mueller
Mark Twain Casino
Martha Aldenderfer
Mary & Laurie Krupka
Master Networks Shares

Matthew & Jamie Riegert
McGuire Sponsel, LLC
Mercy Healthcare
Metro Plumbing LLC
Michael Flynn
Mike Schulte
Mike Wood
Pam Klemme
Mike & Pat Sparks
Pauline McCarthy
Promotions Pronto
R. Christopher Madison, LLC
Rebecca Parisi
Rich & Laurie Waligurski
Right at Home
RiteAir Heating and Cooling
Scott & Angela Hester
St. Charles GoodFellas, Inc.
St. Louis Community Foundation
Steve & Cheryl Schulte
Steve Stocker
STL Communications
Teddy Bear Mobile
The Giving Branch
The Lighthouse
Tim & Kathy Blattel
Timothy & Andrea Trifiletti
Jim & Toni Peanick
Dennis & Tonya Harris
Mike & Traci Everman
Troy Furniture Company
Walnut Grill
Wideiphoto LLC

The Child Advocacy Center would like to extend our deepest appreciation for the individuals, businesses, and 
partners who continue to support the work we do year after year. With your support we will continue to work 

together to create a world that better responds to and prevents child abuse.

THANK YOU DONORS OF $1,000+

WE ARE GENEROUSLY FUNDED BY
• BNSF Railway Foundation
• Children’s Trust Fund of Missouri
• Community & Children’s Resource Board of St. Charles County 

(CCRB)
• General Mills Foundation Hometown Grantmaking Program
• Wayne C. Kaufmann Charitable Foundation
• Lincoln County Resource Board (LCRB)

• Missouri Dept. of Public Safety
• Missouri Dept. of Social Services
• National Children’s Alliance
• The Saigh Foundation
• United Way of the Mark Twain Area
• Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
• YouthBridge Community Foundation
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Get Involved

Attend an Abuse Prevention Program
Become a Social Media Ambassador

Join Our Young Professionals
Shop Our Amazon Wish List 
Join Our Advisory Council

Sponsor an Event
Attend an Event

Volunteer
Invite
Give

Scan Here

Bringing 
healing 
and hope 
to children 
who have 
experienced 
abuse.


